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founded with the purpose of helping to give
young men a sense of self worth and satisfac-
tion from knowing they can accomplish the
goals they set and a sense that they are part
of a winning team. Today, this organization
continues to provide young men with values
and experiences that cultivate discipline and a
sense of responsibility; traits that they carry
with them throughout their lives.

The Boy Scouts of America teaches values
of community and service to our Nation. In the
wake of such tragedies as Columbine and an
increase in the number of reports of alienation
of youngsters at school, we need only to turn
to the Scout Oath as a fine example for what
is right with our youth. Do my best, to do my
duty, to God and my country, to obey the
Scout Law, and to help other people at all
times. These are solid values that youth
should use to build a foundation for their lives.
The Boy Scouts instill values that make our
community much stronger: public service, vol-
unteerism and good citizenship. Scouting de-
velops both self reliance and teamwork.

From its beginning in 1911, the Boy Scouts
have grown in size to more than 5 million ac-
tive members in 1999. In the 90 years since
their incorporation, the Boy Scouts have influ-
enced more than 100 million boys, young men
and women.

While much has changed in the past 90
years, the Boy Scouts remain committed to
their founding principles. The Boy Scouts have
strengthened efforts to provide value-based
curriculum and character building youth pro-
grams. By providing youth with the tools to
make good decisions and providing the clues
to their own inner strength the Boy Scouts
have imbued in their members a commitment
to improving the world around them.

Recently, I was honored by the Central New
Jersey Council of the Boy Scouts of America
as their Good Scout Honoree of 1999. I am
honored and inspired by their commitment to
pursuing the best for the youth of our Country.
As a former Scout and Assistant Scoutmaster,
I share the values set forth in the Scout Law
and Scout Oath. I see them demonstrated reg-
ularly when I attend Eagle Scout Courts of
Honor in my district.

I thank the Scouters, volunteers and parents
who contribute their time and energy to mak-
ing the Boy Scouts of America a place that
young men, and now young women, can turn
for guidance, leadership and worthy life expe-
riences.

The impact of Scouting on youth is truly a
life changing experience. On this 90th Anni-
versary of Scouting, I wish the Boy Scouts of
America continued success in the future as
they strive to help build character and
strengthen the communities around the coun-
try for the next generations of Americans.
f

THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MAN-
AGEMENT AGENCY BUY AMER-
ICAN COMPLIANCE ACT

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2000

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, after a strong
earthquake shook Northridge, CA, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
made funds available to the Los Angeles De-

partment of Water and Power to improve the
power system’s resistance to earthquakes. A
$2 million contract for open air disconnect
switches went to a foreign firm. That is not
right. FEMA is subject to Buy American provi-
sions, but there is a loophole once a grant is
made. That loophole needs to be closed.

I have introduced legislation today which will
apply the requirements of the Buy American
Act to non-emergency Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) assistance pay-
ments.

As you know, the Buy American Act was
designed to provide a preference to American
businesses in federal procurement. Each year
FEMA awards a number of grants for non-
emergency projects. Currently, the Agency ad-
heres to the requirements of the Buy Amer-
ican Act. However, once the Agency awards
taxpayer funds to a state or local entity in the
form of a grant, that entity is not required to
comply with Buy American when spending
those funds. I believe this needs to be
changed. Mr. Speaker, the Buy American re-
quirements should be applied whether the fed-
eral government is directly spending the
money, or whether it is passing the funds
down to a state or municipality to be spent.

The Buy American Act is necessary to pro-
tect American firms from the dumping of
cheap foreign-made products. Many of the na-
tions we trade with have significantly lower
labor costs than the U.S. Without the safe-
guard provided by the Buy American Act, for-
eign companies are able to underbid American
companies on U.S. government contracts.

It is important to understand the Buy Amer-
ican Act’s criteria for determining whether a
product is foreign or domestic. The nation
where the corporation is headquartered is ir-
relevant, Buy American is focused upon the
origin of the materials used in the construction
project. In order to be considered an American
product, the product in question has to fulfill
these two criteria: (1) the product must be
manufactured in the United States, and (2) the
cost of the components manufactured in the
United States must constitute over 50% of the
cost of all the components used in the item.

My proposed legislation would stipulate that
taxpayer funds distributed by FEMA as finan-
cial assistance could only be used for projects
in which the manufactured products are Amer-
ican made, according to the criteria estab-
lished by the Buy American Act.

Mr. Speaker, it does not make sense that
FEMA should have to comply with the Buy
American Act when making an expenditure,
while these same funds are somehow exempt
once passed down from FEMA to another
government agency. If FEMA gives a grant for
a project, those taxpayer funds should still be
managed according to the terms of the Buy
American Act.

Mr. Speaker, I introduce this legislation in
order to ensure there is consistency in the
law, with regard to FEMA and the provisions
of the Buy American Act. I hope the members
of this House will join me in support of this
pro-American measure.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the efforts of Richard
Hoffner-McCall. Richard is being named as
one of our country’s top student volunteers in
the fifth annual Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards for the year 2000.

The awards are presented through a part-
nership between The Prudential Insurance
Company of America and the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Principals with
the goal to honor and recognize outstanding
community service by young people. All recipi-
ents receive a bronze Distinguished Finalist
medallion from the Prudential Company at a
ceremony in his/her hometown.

Richard Hoffner-McCall is among the win-
ners from my home state of Pennsylvania.
Richard is a junior at Cardinal O’Hara High
School and will be given his award in his
hometown of Media, PA. Richard organized a
program which collected over an astounding
5,000 items to be donated to the non-for-profit
organization Operation Smile that provides
free facial surgeries to underprivileged children
around the globe.

Mr. Hoffner-McCall should be proud to be a
part of such an extraordinary group of dedi-
cated volunteers. Richard is a stand-out cit-
izen whose actions have made our community
a better place. His generous and selfless atti-
tude has made a positive impact on the lives
of others. I applaud Richard’s initiative to seek
out aid for those less fortunate. I express my
sincerest gratitude to him for showing that the
youth of today will lead us into the future with
care and concern for those less fortunate. He
is a credit to his family, his community and our
Congressional District.
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Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
today to join with my good friends and col-
leagues, Mr. SWEENEY and Mr. TANNER, to an-
nounce the introduction of our bipartisan legis-
lation—the Installment Tax Correction Act of
2000.

It is no secret that small business is the en-
gine driving our current economic success.
America’s small businesses provide the entre-
preneurship and innovation to keep our econ-
omy moving forward. Unfortunately, many
small business owners now face a tax burden
which threatens to erode the value of their
business and which has erected an unneces-
sary barrier to small business ownership. The
legislation we are introducing today is nec-
essary to correct a provision of the tax code
which is imposing a serious burden on thou-
sands of small businesses across America.

Mr. Speaker, most small business owners
have chosen to use the installment sales
method when selling their business because
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